HILL o URHY ORLl, 2LOCK LUSAUH
Hclined & RAeen hitl

his ds the third jeil, erccted in 1893 ot o cost of $26,170
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exclusive of architect fees. The architect vwas lir. W.C. Dodson of
Yaco, Texas who also designed the courthouse, puilt in 1891, The
construction is load bearing masonry laid in common with s lime-
slone band running laterally around the building. The walls are 18"
thick and the roof is steep gable with brick battlements compvletely
around the perimeter. It is situated on state hishway 77, the former
main route from south to north Texas, traveled by meny settlers,
desperadoes and even a few ooliticians.,

The front portion of the building was used as living quarters
for the Sheriff's family and consisted of three bedrooms upstoirs and
entry nall, living, dining roous, vnantry and itchen on the first
floor ~- the kitchen also serving to prepare food for the inmates,
vildch was vassed thfbugh a slot in the wall to a deputy for distribution
to the priconers. Diets varied depending on county budgets, but
researci indicates a main staple of beans and cOrnbread eaten only
vith a spoon, |

The cell block area floors and ceilings are concreto over steel
barrel vaults for strength aand security. With outside doors and
shutters of 4" steel this is the strongest building in the county. The
water sunply caime from a well near the bresent Pecan tree in the yard
and outhouses and stables were ot the rear of tie lot. The prisoners
toilet was a chanber pot until the 1920's brought plumbing, sewage
anG electricitys The lightbulbs were encased in a cage, and in the
wonen's section were nadlocked to prevent their destruction. Prior to
electricity light was vrovided by coal o0il lamps carried by the deputies.
The half-ioon oortwon Of the interior barred doors gave protection to

tiie deputies vhile ob,orv1ng the inside of the roous, aﬁd also served



as o convenient resting glece for the cogl oil lanps,
“he pntire building iz lebor inteasive, belng built by hand, as
no »over iools existed gt that tine., The cell blocks vere joined

together and doors hung, using hauner, tongs and red-hot rivets
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heated by coal fires. Heat for the eantire building ves provided by
coal burning furnace in the basenent, the heat rising throuzh veats
in the walls by gravity flow. The cell Llocking systen is nanually
operated, Prisoners were talzen in and out tarough the double steel
doors of the sheriff's office where they verc boolied for the crimes
comnitted. Note the vorn depressions in the limestone steps outside
the office arca. In restoration work, the origingl hod carrier used
to carry bricks, was discovered wired to o rafter over = bedroom in
the sheriff's quarters, indicating that vas the last portion completed.

In the early days, each county carried out their own executions.,
The last legal xecgtion in Hill County occurred on a gsllovis outside
the death cell on Harch 18, 1899. It was conducted by Sheriff Tom Bell,
In 1G2L the Texas legislature vassed a law that all executions would
talie place in Funtsvilie at the state penitentiary.

The only known breskout from this jail occurred on Mafch 2%, 1933
when Rayimond Hamilton, member of the notorious Ronnie and Clyde geng,
broke out with bank robbers J.B. Stephens and David Cates. He had been
convicted at the courthouse for murdering local citizen John lI. Bucher
on Avril 30, 1932 -~ the first niurder comaitted by any member of that
outlaw gunge They overpowered the deputies, stole a car from a gasoline
station across the street, and talkking some guns from the joil, headed
toward hitney. Sheriff Jim Freeland and deputies took off after them,
and after a shootout, brousght them back ﬁithin 90 minutks. Hamilton
later was transferred to the Rastham prigon vhere he escaved again,
¥31ling a guard in the brocess. l\lhen recaptured he was tried, sentenced

and executed in "0ld Sparky" the electric chair at Luntsvxile. He was



20 woers old when he diod. Fictures from the Sheriff's file ars on
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In the large room at the resr, the cell blocks were two stories
hizh with a cat-weall: around three sides —- much lilie the »risons at
Alcotraz ni Sing-Sing, In order to utilize space, these have been

removed slong with goime others, but a section adjazcent to the Sheriff's

Office nes been preserved for display. The solitery confinement cell,
(3 i . . . v . .
elsc lnown as'the hole, hag been retoined, In it's ceiling is a ring,

from which g prisoner denglea until deciding to behave. Grim, painted
blacl and with musiy, stale pir, many a orisoner gquicikly changed his
ettitude,

Thig jail, condeaned for .further use as such by Federal Judge
sarah T, Hughes, was in use until mid-198L4, when the new fecility wes
couipleted. If you have any cuestions, the Docents on duty are happy

to oblige., Ve hopne you enjoy vour visit.



